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tor of Music has been, in addition to growing specifically soccer, in missions, which includegeschool News 4
our ministry of music here at Elfinwild ChurcHnterfaith dialogue, reconciliation ministries and
a full time student at Pittsburgh Theological out r each t o communi t Biergs héay:Dan a
Seminary. He will graduate with his Masters Bfair have been wonderful assets to what God igniversaries

Divinity degree this June. doing here at Elfinwild as they have not only -~

. . . connected with our students but developed rétgndar 8,9
Prior to being called to Elfinwild Church ‘]Ohnt'onships with a variety of folks and become 3 _
had completed the process and been certifiedgﬁ of the fabric of our community. We have nquirer: 10 Clas
a Commissioned Lay Pastor in the Lake Eriebeen blessed to have Dan as our seminarian Fgjding Status
Presbytery. He is now a candidate under cate {0 : . .

) is year and wil/|l W Suinnter educaig € f u | |

that presbytery and will be app_roved read_y Qor the Voigts unfold for the fall. We will haveSchedule 11
receive a call. We celebrate with John this ng'ending prayer for Dan on Sunday, M, 23
derful accomplishment I n 5 s pursul t’ c{J%% Gt i Rices

call for him and pray that the pastures ahead@@n will be a senior at Pittsburgh Theologicalye rea Family 12
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THE CALL

Elfinwild Presbyterian Church
Financial Statement

March 31, 2010

Proposed Budget (YTD) $ 142,725.
Actual Tithes & Gifts Given $ 130,153.
Total Expenses (YTD) $166,566.
WORSHIP SCHEDULE MAY 2010 Unfavorable (YTD) $-36,413.
May 2, 2010
Communion
1 Samuel 17 THE CALLNEWSLETTER DEADLINE

ADavid: A Giant illn Faitho MAY 8™

Please send a copy of your

May 9, 2010 article to both:

1 Samuel 1:20 Amanda Gaydos

AHannah: A Mot her@s Hearto & Lora King

(lora@elfinwildchurch.org)

May 16, 2010
All Sunday school classes will meet at 9:00 a
One worship service at 10:00 am
Mr. Jason H. Rea candidates

(amandaga@consolidated.net)

Congregational meeting to follow NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER
THURSDAY, MAY 6, 2010
May 23, 2010
Luke 24-49 7:00 PM SERVICE IN SANCTUARY

nPower From on

PentecosEommunion

OCTOGENARIAN LUNCHEON

Sending prayer for Dan Voigt

PLEASE NOTE THAT THE

May 30, 2010 OCTOGENARIAN LUNCHEON HAS
1 Peter 1:2 BEEN CHANGED FROM SPRINGO
AThe Mystery of rinitypALL MORE
Trinity Sunday INFORMATION TO FOLLOW
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THE CALL

FROM THE .
Dear Friends,

I have just returned from a few days of retreat with
group of pastors that | have been meeting together with for
20 years. We call oursel ve
name we give or anyone else offers to this experience of sh
life with others in intentional ways, it is important and somet

that has benefited me a great deal. The importance of frien
over a longer period of time means something. More about that another time

Our group of 11 gathered for our final session of sharing and study t
gether in the Chapel of the Prodigal of Montreat College in Montreat, North C
lina. Itis a beautiful worship site that is rather traditional in style but is unique
that the front wall features a fresco by artist Ben LongR#dadn of the Prodidal
becomes the focal point of onebs g
wide by seventeen feet high and portrays the parable that Jesus tells in Luke
we often refer to as the parable of the Prodigal Son.

Over our three and a half days together our group was discussing a [§
written by Timothy Keller, pastor of Redeemer Church in Manhattan, New Yo
Keller has been referred to by some as a contemporary C.S. Lewis. His mos
book, that was on t he Ne WheRensok FobGé tveresstudlyiag admore tedest tran-f or a t i
script titledThe Prodigal God

Our conversation over the period of the three days centered around the fact that the parable that Jesus tells is
more about the Father (God) than it is about the lost son. Kenneth Bailey, long time missionary to the Middle East has
also written on this parable with great insight to the contextual meaning of the story through the eyes of thosesliving in th
Middle East. Bailey and Keller concur that the amazing act of the father running out to the lost son who is returning after
having squandered the inheritance that he received from the father is really at the heart of the parable.

Keller does a remarkable job of helping us see the grace of God as prodigal. Neqieotdée bst er 6 s Col | e
Dictionary hat defines fiprodigal 06 as fArecklessly spendthrift.o
tion refers more directly to the action of the Father. f
cause he refused to fAreckondo or count dithesfath®ffendedatteai nst hi n
older son and most | ikely the whole community. o

Indeed, the point is well taken and gratefully received by all of us who are lost children and want to return home
to the Father. He does not hold our sin against us or expect us to return payment. Jesus has made the necessary payment
on the cross and Godds grace is extravagant and reckl ess
traordinary in its power and abundant in mercy.

I invite us all to consider the extravagant love of the Father in our lives. Benny Hester, a Christian musician sings

asong titelWhenGodRanb out t hi s same parabl e. AThe only time | ever
in his arms, with forgiveness in his voice said, OMy son,
ran! 6o

Friends, God loves us that much! He runs toward us to be sure we know that we are loved and forgiven. Are you
hesitant about returning home to God? Are you afraid that you will be rejected? Do you think you are a disappointment

to the Father? He | oves youl! That 6s what God wants wus t
will separate us from the | ove of God in Ctlﬂrrixst Jersus!c‘)
o ELL ‘

M or al |l

God invites us to to celebrate the Father
lives and been welcomed back with open arms! ;

Because God loves us all,

O¥
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| would like to thank my Elfinwild Family

for all of the cards, meals, visits and most

especially prayers for my healing and for

all of my care givers. What God makes
He also can mend and | am holding on to
that thought. You are a blessing to all of

the Pintas. -Kyle Pinta

Student Ministries would like to thank every-
one who made the Pie Auction so much fun
and such a great fundraiser. The thyak
goes out to all who donated items and those
who purchased them, to those who came for.

laughter and fellowship as we watched the auc-

tioneers lead the bidding, to the parents, stu-

dents and Leaders who prepared and worked at

the event. Among the memorable events we
the allyou-caneat dessert samples, Alyssa
Boody using herself as a testimony to her sis
terds babysitting ex
Meyer describing their Kids in the Kitchen
basket, and the bidding war over the Steeler
tickets. It is wonderful to have a congregatio
that recognizes the importance of outreach t¢
youth. We raised $3,700 to help the student
with their summer trips and fall retreatis was
truly amazing as well as fun for all of us.

Thank you all.

BAETISMS

Ryder Brooks Klosky

Ava S. Bonicky
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