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Rt Al and Jean Tedford

Before attending Elfinwild, as a recent South Hills High
School Grad, Albert Tedford joined the U.S. Marines. H
served honorably in the Pacific theater in the war againg
pan. In 1946, Al and Jean married and resided in Ellwo
City, PA where Al began what would be a long career w|
U.S. Steel at the Ellwood City National Tube Div. plant.
During this period, the Tedford family grew to include so
Ron and daughter Neta. A later transfer brought the fanf
to Pittsburgh where Al would join the Tubular Sales Dep
ment of U.S. Steel.
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volunteered in baby care at the Zoar Home. Al has shared his

musical talents as a long standing member of the choir both as a vocalist and violinist. Al has applie
Marie Bowen Pr' his affinity for other military veterans as friend and helper at the Pittsburgh veterans facility.

pares for Genera

Assembly The Tedford children, Ron and Neta, were confirmed as members in 1964 and 1966 respec-

tively. Both were active in the youth program including mission trips. In 1968 Ron was ordained as
Elder, the youngest at that point in Elfinwild history. In some years following, Jean and Al became th
grandparents of four.

Dance/Drama

Photos
In 1979, Al served for about a year as a member of the Senior Pastor Search Committee that

3ummerRead,nIselected Dr. Tuttle to succeed Dr. Henderson.

M& mo s dle Roll Room during worship services.

Jean and Al, you have been and continue to be, an inspirational blessing to many of us who
know you. Your quiet, consistent witness to your faith and trust in God is evident from your patient
endurance and perseverance as you loved and supported each other as you faced serious health is:
and the deepest bereavement parents can experience. Your strong Christian marriage of 60+ years
further testimony you have given us. Itis our privilege to recognize you as our strong Brother and Si
ter in Christ in the Elfinwild Church family.

New Members

Sunday School
Joyful Noise

ML

-Anonymous

Is there a special person in the congregation that you think should be highlighted in The Call
Newsletter? Send your nominations for Member of the Month to amandaga@consolidated.net.
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THE CALL

Elfinwild Presbyterian Church

Financial Statement

April 30, 2010
Proposed Budget (YTD) $ 190,629.
Actual Tithes & Gifts Given $ 180,684.
WORSHIP SCHEDULE JUNE 2010 | 1ota expenses (YTD) $ 200,097.
Unfavorable (YTD) $ -19,413.
June 6, 2010
Genesis 39:23
AJoseph: Leader s Ar~e Ay NES/EIWOTER o
JUNE 8"
June 13, 2010 Please send a copy of your
. article to both:
Joshua 1:11 Amanda Gaydos
AJoshua: Leadelrs L e@ndndaga@consolidated.net)

& Lora King

Graduate Recognition Sunday (lora@elfinwildchurch.org)

June 20, 2010
Matthew 20:228
ARJesus: Servant
Joyful Noise Performs

June 27, 2010
VBS children sing

WWW.ELFINWILDCHURCH.ORG



3 THE CALL

PASTOR

Dear Friends,

| had lunch with friend and colleague today. We were talking about seasons of life and
how perspectives often change as you experience more of life. We wondered out loud about our
increasingly growing physical pains and limitations that are newer to us. We discussed our chil-
dren and their journeys and how parenting never really ends, it just takes on new forms. We also
talked about the need to fibr eadatomo and have t

The biblical term that is often referred to when we talk about rest and renewal is

ASabbat h. o It can mean different things to d
of pace with the intentoftee wi n g o0 n eddeatinglie.l The term llas corme to be used
for extended breaks from work or vocation. A

for one to recharge their batteries and learn new skills. Some teachers take a sabbatical from
teaching to be a student again. Some pastors take a sabbatical to experience new forms of living
outside of parish life or to refresh their sense of call, reconnecting with the God they proclaim.

Whatever you think of this issue it is for me an increasingly important matter. So as the
summer season rolls around | am thinking, wit
ten vacations are not réisk Too often | over schedule my life! Most certainly when we put six
schedules together in our family we are on the run a lot of the time.

What does it mean to firemember the Sabbath
mand i s given in the context of Genesis and G
ASabbath. o0 God rested! Shoul dnét we?? Whet h
| want to encourage you to consider that we are made in the image of God and God had a time
of renewal set asi de. I hope that in this su
schedule for rrewing your relationship with God and yourself.

| can often be guilty of playing too hard, scheduling early morning events even when on
vacation, but at least not sitting still too long. Maybe this summer | will work on resting well.
What do you think about sitting on the deck one evening with an iced tea? How would a non
rushed breakfast and quiet time with God sound as the beginning of a day? With the ending of
the school year around the corner, | am not sure | want to fill up the days with so much to do. |
am thinking | could use some ﬁbrei_‘athi space

» Rl
Because God loves us all, ke

O
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SUMMER WORSHIP HOURS WILL CHANGE TO 8.00 & 10.00AM
ON

SUNDAY, JULY 4th THROUGH SUNDAY, AUGUST 29TH.

SUMMER CLASSES AND CHILD CARE ARE AS FOLLOWS:

T Child care will be available in the Cradle Roll room during both services thrgfigh
out the summer.

o oToTeteTote otoToTeToTot0!

T Child care will be available in the Toddler Room during the second service
throughout the summer.

020

T A class for Young Disciples will be offered in the Green Room for Presc:hogﬁéz
through Second Grade during the second service throughout the summer.

T There will be no classes for Young Disciples from 3rd through 5th grade {h%égh
out the summer, they are encouraged to attend worship with their families.

T Vacation Bible Schoakill be held the week of June 222&th. (Four year olds §§§
through those who have just finished 5th gr&i®)Quest Rainforest Follow
Jesus on a Life Changing Adventivatation Bible school campers will sing %g
the 10:00 worship service on Sunday, June 27th.

1 Dance Camgpreschoolers through 2nd grade) Bndma Camp(3rd grade amf@:g
older) will be held the week of August 2réth. On Sunday, August 8th these
children will offer their dance and drama as part of the10:00 worship servi {“é}

T On Sunday, September 5th worship services return to 8:30 and 11:10.
71 Rally Day will be held on Sunday, September 12th.

020202020s0i0t0t0t07000707070%0202020202002020202020202020202020

o
o
T Discipleship classes begin on Sunday, September 19th. §§)j§
0
otootototolotototololototolotolototototototote e

Will there be an AHChurch Family Retreat this year?
Come to a meeting that will help make that decision. The meeting will be held on Monday" aane 7
7:00pm in the Kennedy Library. Everyone is welcome. Your opinions and input are invaluable, Call
Amanda Gaydos (72443 1343) or Nancy Tiernan (41£86-4905) with questions.

WWW.ELFINWILDCHURCH.ORG
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§7 Attention graduates 4% |70 Eliciads Thursday
& Z) & Z) ~ .
};k% On Sunday, June 13,2010 atthe 8:30am. ~ - |Womends Bi bl e Study G
=~ and 11:10 a.m. worship services we want e . ~
/ ~. to honor and recognize all of our Elfinwild / ///@ . Wi t h Godds hel P ani
- 7 Presbyterian Church graduates. If you or 7 His Word you have become the dear-
& any one in your family is graduating this e .
/ ~¢, year from high school, college or any other / 2 est of friends. No one could replace
<,7 educational program and is a member of <7 you or t he gr owt h | OV
\1‘ Elfinwild Presbyterian Church please in- //’@ r hi
’f‘l’\/ form us of their plans. The information we ’f‘f\/ rom tnis group.
=% need is name, school from which they are >
/7 &2 graduating, their plans after graduation 2 With LOVG,
_ 2 and please specify which service you will 5
j’i” be attending. We would like all graduates &7 Donna
4 4‘( to process in their gowns, if possible, dur-

- 7 ing the opening hymn of our service and be
7., acknowledged during the service. Once we
/?//{'g receive their information we will contact
= 7., them to give them instructions of where
/@ and when to gather on Sunday, June 13,
) ;/19 2010. Please mail, email or phone in the
> information to the Church Office,

//%% lora@elfinwildchurch.org or 412 -486-5400.

7
N

NG
A0

STUDENT MINISTRIES

Student Ministry fellowship will continue throughout
the summer with gatherings at the Youth House and
Road Trip! events. The Leaders have some ideas of
5, 2 their own AND we want to hear from you. What did

<7 <7 <7 <7 <7 7 S . .
b b b b b b b . YU like in previous years? What would you like to
/ %MMMMM/ 41‘,/ & try this summer? Send an email to Mrs. Kriek or

Mrs. Pinta, or tell a Leader about your idea!
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ELFI NWI LD MENOGS BOWLI

By Roy John
El finwild Church Mendés Bowling League began i
ent laned8fromduckpi ns at Arsenal Lanes to the present 10

The early leagues had up to 60 men bowling every Tuesday evening! Trophies, prizes and banquets we
special after much competition among the 18 to 80 year olds!

Some special trophies and programs are still in our church (if they all can be found among the const
tion projects). There are names such as J. R. Henderson, De Haven, Yerkins, Leary, Scott, Miller, Roth an
scribe, who like Jeff Roth, have bowled forever. Prizes are still awarded and team competition is good (anc
the exercise!)

Right now we are looking for bowlers for our season starting in Sepde@dmae join us!
Call Jeff Roth 41287-7155 or Roy John 44865427

WWW.ELFINWILDCHURCH.ORG
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What's in the plans for the
Student Ministry Summer Trips this year?

This is a very good question because so many of our congregation have helped our students raise
the money needed to go on their summer trips. One year in each of the Jr. High and Sr. High years the
summer trips focus on a faith building rather than a mission trip. This is the year for both the Jr. and Sr.
High's to experience a faith building trip.

The Sr. High students have a once every three year opportunity to go to Presbyterian Youth Trien-
nium at Purdue University in West Lafayette, Indiana. They will be gone from Tuesday, July 20th through
Saturday July, 24th.

This Triennium brings together Presbyterian students from all over the world for study, fellowship
and recreation. The theme this year is "For Such a Time as This" from Esther 4:14 and is a call to be coura-
geous, to be attentive to God and to respond by using one of God's gifts in a world in need of Jesus'
story. We find it interesting that this theme is also the theme of our capital campaign! Both Dirk and Dan
Voigt have attended a Triennium during their years as student Presbyterians. We have six students attend-
ing and two leaders.

Sixteen Jr. High students and four leaders are attending our much loved Surf City again this
year. Surf City is a high-energy camping experience along the shore of Lake Michigan. Our students can
make friends with other students from different churches, swim, wave run, tube, climb sand dunes, enjoy a
really big lake and most importantly, examine their faith in Christ. Surf City has been an abiding and favorite
memory for Elfinwild students throughout our Student Ministry history. - Kyle Pinta

BoyuScout Boy Scout Troop 157 held a 100th anniversary of Scouting
celebration on May 17th, inviting as many alumni of the

Troop as possible. This Troop was founded in 1923 with the
help of James Stewart, a member of Elfinwild Presbyterian
Church, and his pastor, the Rev. Joseph McCalmont. That
first Troop committee included James DeHaven, Samuel Grau
and Peter McElroy. And the committee, in turn, recruited a
21- year - old Joseph Brunton Jr. to serve as the first
Scoutmaster. He would later rise to become Chief Scout Ex-
ecutive of the Boy Scouts of America.

Over the years, the list of Eagle Scouts from the Troop

----- — has been extensive as have the exciting camping trips and

the burnt camp meals. Some of those memories were shared

May 17, as Scouts of all ages exchanged stories and left - handed handshakes.
Around 100 people were expected, and as of this writing, everyone was hoping
there would be enough food. (Scouts know how to eat.) The boys now in the Troop
are looking forward to their year - end Court of Honor, to be held at Kiwanis
Park on June 7, and then summer camp at Heritage Reservation at the end of June
(their site is right on the lake). Four new Scouts just crossed over from Pack
157, which also meets at Elfinwild.

Meanwhil e, if Vilsack or Kleber Roads |l ook a Iitfle cl e
cause members of the Troop were out doing road clean - up on May 8, after finally

finishing up delivery of more than 10,000 phone books to area homes as a fund-

raiser.

- Teresa Lindeman

WWW.ELFINWILDCHURCH.ORG
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A Columbarium

Elfinwild Presbyterian Church is establishing a columbarium where its members, friends and their loved ones fay
have their lives memorialized, and their cremated remains housed and safeguarded in a dedicated space. In gstablisl
ing a columbarium, the Elfinwild Presbyterian Church believes that it is serving an ever growing need for many in the
congregation and community who no longer have family in their places of origin, who would like their remains |n-
urned in a place of permanence in this area and who want to avoid the high costs of earth burial. The columbarium
will be placed in the Chapel and dedicated August 30, 2010 as a place of prayer and reflection.

At present, there are several churches in our neighboring community that have a columbarium; they are Mt. Lebanon
United Methodist Church, St. Paul's United Methodist Church in Allison Park, and Fox Chapel Presbyterian Church.

Todaybés columbarium is a revival of an old tradition
the Latin word columba, meaning dove house, which named the structure of brick niches housing cremated remains il
the Roman Empire.

A Columbarium Committee was formed last year and has already chosen a design for our chAmtiefitorhiturgi-
cal Arts and Columbariumsn New Yor k. I f you get an opportunity a
St. Paul d6s United Methodist Church. Our columbarni um
text consisting of the name of the deceased and their year of death.

We believe that by establishing a columbarium at Elfinwild Presbyterian Church we are providing a beautiful place for
prayer and remembrance for our members. The columbarium will add a new dimension to the total ministry of Elfinwil

Presbyterian Church and bear witness to our membgr so

-Deb Thompson

The CalNeeds Photographers !
Do you love to take pictures? Do you feel you have a gift for taking good ones

The CalEditor isnot gifted in this area and she would love if someone would be
able to take pictures of baptisms, new members, and other various church activit

|t would be great 1 f we could have a
to attend every event. Thank You!! Please call Amanda Gayde44318328 or
emailamandaga@-consolidatedihgbu feel you would like to serve in this way!

WWW.ELFINWILDCHURCH.ORG
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Elfinwild

(0’05
> PreSchqol
Our Open House was very successful with approximately 1,100 people attending the three evenings. God
blessed us with four beautiful, sunny and cool days, of which we are very grateful. Thanks to all of you who came t
the work of our 300 preschoolers and for all of you who continue to keep us and our program in prayer.
The Blood Drive, too, was very productive. We appreciate the support from the congregation in coming and
keeping Simon, our 5 year old, in prayer. He began his treatments for leukemia three weeks ago.

We ended our year by presenting programs for our families and friends of our favorite songs, dances, and a
ties. Each program was followed by refreshments for all to enjoy.

Our Ministry team and staff are busy preparing for the-2010 school year, with eager anticipation and en-
thusiasm of another year of sharing Godbds | ove with

For information on the preschool, please call the office4@@2322) or Carolyn Hervey at home (412
-4871302). Classes are offered for children ages three, four and five. There are also classes for 2 year olds, accon
by an adult.

BREAD OF LIFE FOOD PANTRY
SERVES THOSE MOST NEEDY IN OUR COMMUNITY

The Bread of Life Food Pantry, located at the Calvert Memorial Presbyterian Churc
neighboring community of Etna, has been serving those located in the 15223 zip code for over 20 years. The Paeipjs support
the churches in the community through designated monetary donations as well as food drives. Food drives are alduaogiucted t
the Scouting for Food program each April, the Postalby Servi
area schools, civic organizations , the annual Etna Food Drive, the annual Souper Bowl of Caring and other food dedds/conduc
individuals as part of birthday and anniversary parties.

While food drives provide a great source of food stuffs, monetary donations allow the Pantry to buy food through ttsbuBgbat Pi
Food Bank, holiday food cards from Giant Eagle as well as fresh meats. The Bread of Life is unique in that eachéntloridual ¢
family client unit receives 3 fresh meat products each month. In addition, monetary gifts allow the Pantry to papdexpeeses
associated with the organization such a utilities, salaries for the Pantry Manager and Volunteer Coordinator, as ogsratnothe
expenses.

Over 120 families or 300+ individuals take advantage of the Pantry each month. All of these individuals must meetdiesiicial
dent guidelines in order to get food from the Pangsetognsure | n
that <clients are not over uwkiipnpgi ntgh.ed pantryds resources and

The operations and guidance of the Pantry is provided by a Board of Directors. The Board of Directors consists tivesgresenta
Parkwood, Elfinwild, 1Congregational Church in Etna, Stoneridge Church, Fox Chapel Presbyterian Church as well as Calvert. Ad
ditional Board members are always welcomed.

Elfinwild provides support to the Pantry through monetary gifts from members, monetary gifts form the Mission Budtgd, designa
holiday collections, monthly Deacons food drives and through volunteers who help each week.

Those looking for volunteer opportunities for themselves or their church or civic group should contact Tina Ciao, Vobrdieer C
nator at 418185545. Additional information about the Pantry can also be obtained by contacting Jim Giel, Jr., Boayd Secretar
Treasurer at 412862774.

Thanks to the members of Elfinwild and those in our community, those in need of food have a resource available totipadvide for
need. We are grateful for what we have and should look, as this Pantry, to share with others less fortunate.

Cash donations may be made by using the envelopes found in the pews and indicating the Bread of Life as the redipiant of the
tion or by sending checks to: The Bread of Life Food Pantry, 94 Locust Street, Pittsburgh, PBat%2ip8s of food stuffsa ac-
cepted at the food pantry the 1st, 2nd and 3rd Tuesday of each month or by placing them in the containers indicafetieat each o
entrances at Elfinwild:Jim Giel

WWW.ELFINWILDCHURCH.ORG
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June Birthdays and Anniversaries'_ﬂ?iﬂ@:.é

Birthdays

Jason Long

Paul Kapff, Michael Ballinger
William Sausser, Linda Barto,
Garrett Toomey

Stefanie Mubel

Richard King, Sandra Weinheimer,
Carol Pinta, Jessie Brandon,

Matthew DeMatteo

Dorothy Smullin, Mel Stoker,

Delores Jene, Mark Riethmuller,
Jennifer Coen, Staci Beatty

Matthew Potock

Jerry Mackey, Darlene Howell,
Brian Wiltrout
Darrin Stack
Frank Reed, Marjory Tiedeman,
Wayne Harms I
Ruth Lee, Dorothea Weinheimer,
Janet Smith, Tucker Young
Dorothy Brooks, Joseph Dvorak,
Vicki Lutz, Erica Jacquel,
Erin Jacquel, Colin Morse,
Camden Callahan
Alyson Rudnik
Helene Wilkinson
Pamela Vidt, Aaron Reno,
Noah Heere
Carl Schnelle, William Stadler,
Carolyn Pearson, Madison Toomey
Virginia Ruffing
Diane Munoz
James Thompson,
Denise Bogaty-Smith,
Sue Anderson, Luke Lynch
Debra Riek, Lauren Cottrell
Marjorie Cain, Ralph Booker,
Abigail Anderson
Denise Curry, Doug Harrison,
Scott Booker
June Reid, Karl Lange, Robert Siar,
Zachary Gavin
Marilyn Ochsenhirt, Chris Reight,
James Loutzenhiser,
Richard Winter, Robert Hughes
Rich Tomer
Jan Stoops

June 27
June 28:

Kenny Donovan, Riley Cook
Dorothy Stoker, Wendy Ruff,
Donna Giel, Robert Kagle
Jaclyn Marx

Tammi Pietropaolo,

Lisa Wegner

June 29:
June 30:

Anniversaries

June 1: Bob & Isabel Tuttle

June 2. Don & Anna Lee Staub
Aaron & Staci Beatty

June 5: Al & June Reid

June 6: Charles & Sharon Lindquist
Michael & Julie Panza
James & Jennifer Coen

June 7 : Larry & Dorothy Thompson
Nathaneal & Jennifer Kenna

June 9: Richard & Debra Klosky

June 11: Glenn Carr & Gay Brown

June 12: Albert & Yvonne Jones

Scott & Janna Harris

Robert & Margaret Kennedy

George & Rachel Hysong

Mark & Julie Paden

June 14: Jim & Kyle Pinta

June 15: Joseph & Chris Pritchard

June 17 : Jonathan & Tasha Corwin

June 18: Roy & Marion John,

Jack & Barbara Ritenbaugh

Daniel & Linda Foreman

Mark & Bev Feris

Bob & Teresa Lindeman

Henry & Charline Tomer

Russell & Kim Grayson

Steve & Heather Heere

Louis & Pamela Vidt

Larry & Pam McKern

Dave & Dottie Frazier

David & Beth Interthal

John & Diane Hart

Greg & Patti Toomey

Mark & Amy Meyer

Phil & Ginny Petraglia

June 13:

June 19:

June 22:

June 23:
June 24:
June 26:

June 28:
June 29:
June 30:

WWW.ELFINWILDCHURCH.ORG
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JUNE

Sun

Mon

Tue

FH = Fellowship Hall
FrH = Fri
CR = Choir Room
SM = Student Ministry
SA. = Sanctuary

YH = Youth House

endship

TR = Toddler

CE Christian Ed
Hal I
KL = Kennedy Library

BS = Boy Scouts
Cov. Cl.=Covenant Classroom

CS = Cub Scouts
PS
Pres = Preschool
Room

Cor. Conf. RmdCornerstone Conference Room

1 6:30 pm TOPS

=| P a $8MPrOGIE SCRBGUE y

CCT = Cap. Camp Tegm

6 8:30 & 11:10am Worship
Communion
Kim Josepl&Organist
Watkins Baptism
7:00 pndWo me n 6 s
Rm.

BaPd&athe

7  11:00 adStaff MeetingKL
7:00 pndBoy Scouts-H

8 1:00 prdCaring Hands
6:30pm TOPS
6:30 pndGirl Scout§C.E.
7 pmdPersonnel MtéKL
6:00 pn®AARP Installation
Dinner-Hampton Banquest Hall

13 8:30 & 11:10am Worship
Graduate Recognition Sunday
8:30 &11:10
Praise Team Both Services
Baptisms Nolan Thompson and
Jennifer Josephs
12:10 pndTrustees MtgCor. Conf. Rm.
7:00 pndSession Meetidj esnetts

14 11:00 adStaff MeetindkL
7:00 pndBoy Scouts~H

20 8:30 & 11:10 am Worship
Dedication of VBS Teachers
4:306:00 pndJr. High Club
6:308:00 pndSr. High Club

7:00 prdWo me n 6 s  BdPé&athdRm

21 9:00111:30 amdVBS

7:00 pndBoy Scouts-H

15 6:30pm TOPS
6:30 pndGirl Scouts§C.E.
22 9:0011:30 amVBS

6:30pm TOPS

6:30 pmdGirl Scout8C.E.

7 pmdPersonnel MtéKL

7 pmBAARP Board Meeting

Wed

2

Kit = Ki

9
16
6:3M8:00 pmii Jr. & Sr. High MeetingYH
23  9:00111:30 amdVBS
M&mdés Youth Group Pi

following end of VBS
3:00 pndShaler Area Choir Hoagie Delivery
6:318:00 pmi Jr. & Sr. High MeetingYH

z

27 8:30 & 11:10am Worship

7:00 pndDeacons Meetidg-H

28 11:00 adStaff MeetindlL

7 pm BSFH

29

30 Fun Nigh®Jr. & Sr. HigldWildwood
Highlands

WWW.ELFINWILDCHURCH.ORG
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CCT
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
TEAM
CR
| CHOIR ROOM
Thu Fri Sat
. CE
3 7 am Meéhoés Bi bl e 4 6:008:00pndCSIFr. Hall 5
hlen 91511:00aWo men 6s BAiYH | CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
1:00 pndPresbytery Meetidghn McMillan
Church
_ CLC
John Dyke Graduates from Seminary CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP
CONCEPTS
10 7 am MenoOoKIBi bl e S 11 7:00 pdCS3Fr. Hall 12 Cor. Conf. Rm.
9:00 andBuilding CommittedKL
9:1511:00 amdWo me n 6 s BaYH | ¢ cg;ggﬁgéoggomﬁ
1230 pndSr . Achi ever skHH
6:00 pndLions Clu®Corn. Conf. Rm.
Cov. CI.
COVENANT CLASSRQOM
FH
17 7 am MéKLdés Bi bl g 18 7:00 pACSOFr. Hall 19 Lauren Cottrell Showér FELLOWSHIP HALL
9:1511:00 amdWo me n 6 s BAdYH | ¢ 11:00 ani 4:00 pn®FH
5:30 prmdJoyful Noise Péuck
Dinner followed by their concert FrH
at 7:30 pm followed by an ice
cream social FRIENDSHIP HALL
KL
KENNEDY LIBRARY
24 9:0011:30 amVBS 25 9:0011:30 amVBSSLast day picnic 26 Kit
7 am Men 6 OKLglasbdng St
9:00 andBuilding Committe&KL KITCHEN
6 pmdLions Clu®Corn. Conf. Rm.
PS
PASTOROGS|STU
SA
SANCTUARY
SM

STUDENT MINISTRY

TR
TODDLER ROOM

WWW.ELFINWILDCHURCH.ORG
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Marie Bowen Prepares For The General Assembly
July $10, 2010

How does one prepare for a once in a lifetime event like being Commissioner to the
- General Assembly? Let me tell you what

Remember what it was like in high school when at the beginning of the year you looked at that
huge Biology textbook or the Government Histo
this read by the end of the year?0 Maybe you
professor for Survey of English Literature actually expected you to28aubbks by the end of

one semester? Remember that? Well, let me tell you about being a commissioner to the General
Assembly! The Atextbookod is 6 inches deep and
from presbyteries (overtures submitted by sessions like ours), from General Assembly special com-
mittees and task forces, from the six entities of

the denomination and from various advisory

committees. Each one of those pieces of busi-

ness has action items (recommendations) and a

rationale that explains the reason the action is

requested. PC(USA) Entities and Advisory

Committees often add commentary and rec-

ommendations of their own. Sometimes the

commentary is longer than the original over-

ture. It all adds up to an enormous reading

assignment for commissioners.

There is more. There are 9 papers3(Lpages each) from the Advisory Committee on Social
Witness Policy on topics like HIV/AIDS, Gun Control, Human Life, Economics, and Pay Eg-

uity. There is a 172 page paper on Middle East policy and two shorter related papers on Chris-
tians and Jews, and Christian and Muslim relations. And, then there are the letters, papers,
books, videos and other materials sent to commissioners from various sources (some official and
some not) that seek to influence one decision or another.

You can actually read much of this material for yourself by gditig:t4pc -biz.org Click on

Committees for a list of the General Assembly commissioner committees where business is as-
signed. Click on the committee that is of interest to you and then click on the Business tab and
you will see the list of links to each piece of GA business.

What are the hot topics this year? There are actually quite a few that have great importance to the
PC(USA). Many have the potential to cause a firestorm of controversy. Others offer the opportu-
nity for actions that will be helpful to the church and bring a renewed sense of vision and peace.
Here are just a few of the topics that will be considered by commissioners:

Attempts to redefine marriagg s At wo personso rather than fiong
there are also proposals with wonderful affirmations of marriage as revealed in Scripture.
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