
 

The Call 
ELFINWILD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

January 2010 

Dear Friends, 

 

I am more and more interested in what and who gives us purpose and direction in our lives.  And I am 
more and more convinced that we often settle for less than best when it comes to understanding who 
we are.  Our need for identity and labels that identify us, and therefore give us purpose, points to the 
reality of our search for meaning and significance.  We struggle to find our place through our identifi-
cation with friends, the meaning of our vocations, the levels of our wealth or health, the schools we 
attend or attended, the sports we played, the teams who we root for and we even label certain groups 
of people and find identity according to nationality, race, gender or other categories that separate us 
from others.   

 

We go so far as to say that ñI am a child of the é ñand you can fill in the blank with a decade, an era or 
a way of seeing life.  Whether you are a child of the depression, a child of the 70ôs, 80ôs or 90ôs, most 
important is to know that you are a child of God.   

 

When you accept and embrace that our central and core identity is being a child of God, life opens up 
for you.  You no longer need to have the approval of the most athletic kids or the influential shakers 
and movers of the community.  You donôtô have to keep up with the Jonesô or worry about ñwhat oth-
ers might say.ò  Knowing who you are as a child of God gives you the freedom to do what is right, 
rather than what is popular.  Being certain of your identity in Christ provides you with confidence to 
use your gifts and be the unique you God made you to be rather than accommodate to the conforming 
pressures of being just like everyone else.  Remembering your baptism, and the promise God made to 
be your God, means you donôt have to chase other false gods or pursue the empty promises of products 
that will make you something better or more.   

 

Who we are is wrapped up in who God is because we are made in Godôs image.  As we come to know 
God better we know ourselves better.  How do we know God better?  How do we grow in our relation-
ship with our Maker?  To me these are the questions I am asking as we enter this New Year.  How will 
I know God more deeply this year?  

 

I believe the answer is not difficult but the follow through isnôt always easy.  I seem to experience God 
in and through many different avenues.  Worship is important in my experience.  As I sing and pray 
with others to the glory of God I sense I know God more deeply.  Bible study is key to my journey of 
knowing God more.  And studying with others is always more enlightening than simply having my 
own devotions.  Serving in mission often opens my eyes to see and know God in new ways.  To unbind 
God from my culture or only the lens of my world experience broadens my understanding of who God 
is.   
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Elfinwild Presbyterian Church 

Financial Statement 

November 30, 2009 

Proposed Budget  (YTD) $ 503,055. 

$ 486,561. Actual Tithes & Gifts Given   
 

  

Total Expenses  (YTD) $ 478,003. 

Favorable (YTD)       $     8,558. 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE      

REMEMBER 

IT IS DUE:  January 8TH 

Please send a copy of your  
article to both: 

 
Elicia Sutton 

(sutton2u@verizon.net) 
& Lora King 

(lora@elfinwildchurch.org) 

 

WORSHIP 

 SCHEDULE 

 

Sunday, January 3, 2010 

Communion 

Dr. Andrew Purves preaching 

 

Sunday, January 10, 2010 

Ordination and installation of new officers 

Dr. Lesnett preaching 

1 Corinthians 10:23-33 

 

Sunday, January 17, 2010 

Dr. Lesnett preaching 

1 Corinthians 11:1-16 

 

Sunday January 24, 2010 

Dr. Lesnett preaching 

1 Corinthians 11:17-34 

Menôs Retreat at Laurelville 

 

Sunday, January 31, 2010 

Dr. Lesnett preaching 

1 Corinthians 12:1-11 

E-mail Information Update 

Please complete and return to: Lora King 

NAME:  

_________________________________ 

ADDRESS: 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

PHONE:  ______-_______-__________ 

E-MAIL:  

________________@_______________ 

_________________________________ 

You may request that the newsletter be sent via e-mail.  Simply visit 
our web homepage and the sign up will be found there or check the 
box to receive future editions via e-mail. Choosing the electronic 

copy will remove you from The Call mailing list.  
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ELFINWILD PRESCHOOL 
 

We welcome 2010 as we begin learning about Jesus as a boy, young man, a teacher, healer, 

and Savior.   This month our Bible stories will be about Jesus, as a boy, teaching the elders 

in the Temple.   We will then learn about his Baptism by John, his cousin, who we recall 

from our Christmas play- the son of Elizabeth and Zacharias. 

 

In Science we will be finding out how to stay healthy and to keep our bodies strong.   We 

will also have fun discovering Godôs world as we learn all about snow and cold weather, 

and we will find out how we can enjoy these interesting changes that occur. 

 

It will be fun experiencing and playing in the gym this month, too, as we begin to prepare 

for our own ñWinter Olympics.ò 

 

We welcome our new 3 year old class that starts January 5, on Tuesday and Thursday mornings with teachers Mrs. Knauer and Mrs. 

Megahan.   

 

We are also opening a new Mom and Me Class on Tuesday mornings from 9-11 a.m. for 2 or 3 year olds accompanied by a parent.   For 

information about this program or any other of the classes for 3, 4, and 5 year olds, please call the preschool office (412-486-2322) or 

Carolyn Hervey at home (412-487-1302). 

 

We continue to thank God for His love and guidance in our outreach program of Christôs teachings to the community.  

MESSAGE FROM OUR PASTOR (CONTINUED) 
 

These are not new ideas or even my ideas.  The Christian disciplines have been foundational for centuries.  Still I pray that they will have a 

sense of new-ness in the New Year so that I can continue on the journey of glorifying God and knowing Him on a deeper level.  As I dis-

cover more and more who God is my purpose and my own identity become more and more clear. 

 

I am always reminding our children who they are.  I will say to them as I wake them for school, ñGood morning, Virginia Lee Lesnett, child 

of God and daddyôs princess!!ò  I try to give them confidence to not always go along with the crowd when I drop them off at school and 

say, ñRemember who you are, Peter Roger Lesnett, child of God!ò  Or when they feel left out or without friends, ñYou are Andrew 

Vanstory Lesnett, child of God.  God chose you to be on His team!ò  And especially as the choices they make have greater consequences 

and deeper impact on their lives. 

 

It is easy for me to see others as Godôs children.  But, like many of you, it is not always so easy for me to receive the gift for myself.  Have I 

really accepted Godôs promise in Christ that I am forgiven and redeemed?  Do I live in the light of that grace?  Can I live out of confidence 

and not out of fear?  Am I sure God loves me or can I do something that will cause His love to cease? 

 

Friends, ñthere is nothing that can separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord!ò (Romans 8)  God is for us.  He has 

plans for us that are good and perfect.  As we enter a New Year may we live with the assurance that we are Godôs children and that alone 

gives us confidence to live life to the fullest and for Godôs glory! 

 

       

     In Christ, 
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THE ASSOCIATE PASTOR                 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE  

The APNC (Associate Pastor Nominating 
Committee) has been meeting weekly to 
review the more than 55 resumes received 
thus far from men and women from across the coun-
try.  The committee is in the process of formulating 
questions for use in telephone interviews that will be 
conducted in January.   An established Prayer Team is 
providing daily prayer for the needs of the APNC.  
Committee members Dave Frazier, Mike Gaydos, 
Donna Gottschalk, Margaret Hartley, Steve Heere, 
Douglas Riethmuller, Patty Robinson, Lauren Shideler, 
and Dale Weisenstein thank the congregation for their 
prayers, and ask for continued prayer for discernment, 
wisdom, and guidance as the process continues. 

FROM THE FAMILY MINISTRY TEAM 

On Sunday, May 2nd the Family Ministry Team is 
sponsoring an Octogenarian Luncheon to honor those 
of the congregation who are 80 years and older.   Many 
hands will be needed to make this special event a suc-
cess.  If you are interested in volunteering to help in 
one of the many needed areas, please contact Nancy 
Tiernan at the church or 
Patty Robinson at             
412-487-0413. 

 

OPERATION                    
CHRISTMAS CHILD 

 

 A BIG thank you goes out to every-
one who participated in Operation 
Christmas Child.  This year Elfinwild 
collected 241 gift-filled shoe boxes and had 
numerous monetary donations for shipping 
and handling!!  These gifts will not only 
bring toys, candy, hygiene items and school 
supplies to needy children all over the 
world, but will also share in the news of the 
greatest gift of all éé The Gift of Jesus 
Christ!!  As a former recipient of a shoe box 
once said ñOne box equals one child equals 
one soulò.    

Thank you for being part of that equation!!   

Another BIG thank you goes out to the 
amazing group of people who volunteered their time, baked goods and prayers to our Relay Center.  God was working with us and 
through us as we received, processed and boxed 2,144 shoe boxes from neighboring churches, organizations and individuals.  It was 
truly a pleasure being there with you!!  

 One more BIG thank you goes out to Bob Anderson Landscaping for the use of his dump truck and to Carl Wilkinson and Furniture 
Galleries on Route 8 for the use of their box truck and to all the men who helped load these trucks.  This made it possible for us to 
deliver the 149 large cartons filled with shoe boxes to the Collection Center in New Wilmington.   

Please join us next year for our 5th annual shoe box drive for Operation Christmas Child.  Itôs never too early to start shopping!!  If you 
are interested in starting a shoe box drive at your workplace, school, neighborhood or group/club/organization and would like more 
information, please contact Julie Panza at 412-492-0539 or go to samaritanspurse.org for more information.   
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QUESTIONS and ANSWERS 

2010 MEMBER GIVING 
 

Q. How and when will I receive my 2010 offering envelopes? 

 

A. Envelopes have been put out for members to pick up in the rear of the sanctuary in December.  Envelopes are not 
mailed to members living outside the area unless specifically requested.  Offerings sent by mail will, of course, be 
recorded to your account.  If you have not yet received your envelopes, call the church office. 

 

 

Q. How are my financial contributions to the church recorded? 

 

A. Contributions are recorded by envelope number which uniquely identifies each giving unit.  Use of your regular 
pre-numbered envelopes assures positive identification of your gift.  If you use pew or other envelopes, entering 
your envelope number and or name thereon is essential for proper identification.  Do not rely on instructive in-
formation you enter on the memo line of your check.  The check is separated from the envelope for inclusion in 
the bank deposit.  Only the envelope reaches the recording function. 

 

Q. How are my gifts distributed in accordance with my intentions? 

 

A.  (1.) Your specific distributions as entered on the envelope are followed exactly. 

(2.)  If you enter only a total amount on the envelope and you have submitted an estimate of giving for 2010, the 
total amount is allocated in accordance with your estimate of giving. 

(3.)  If you enter only a total amount on the envelope and have not submitted an estimate of giving for 2010, your 
contribution is allocated 75% to operating expenses and 25% to missions. 

 

Q. Per Capita, What is it? 

 

A. Each year the local churches are assessed an amount per member to support the work of Presbytery, Synod and 
general assembly levels of Presbyterian Church government.  This assessment ($22.43) per member for 2010) is a 
significant operating cost to the local church.  Your 2010 offering envelopes include a separate per capita envelope.  
Consider using this envelope to pay your per member share of this apportionment. 

 

Q. What can I do to facilitate this whole process and assure accurate recording of my monetary gifts to the church? 

 

A. (1.) Use your pre-numbered offering envelopes whenever possible.  When using pew or other envelopes, make sure 
your ID and the intended use/distribution of the gift is clearly shown.   

(2.)When making payments of multiples of your regular payment frequency, use one check and one envelope.  




