
 

The Call 
ELFINWILD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

February 2010 

Dear Friends, 

 

 The book of James has some powerful sayings within it.  It talks about 

the power of the tongue and the need to tame it.  It speaks of not showing favor-

itism to those who are wealthy over those who are poor. It lifts up prayer as 

very important and also calls us to patience in the face of suffering.  However, 

the issue that I would like to highlight in this article is the one of faith and good 

works. 

 

 Often this issue of good works and faith can become a matter that causes 

division in the ranks of theology or even between denominations.  As Presbyte-

rians, we stand firm on the foundation of the Reformation cry that ñwe are justi-

fied by grace through faithò and not ñby works.ò  Yet, we also are very commit-

ted to doing good works.  The book of James says it well.  ñYou see that his 

faith and his actions were working together, and his faith was made complete 

by what he did.ò (James 2:22)   

 

 In these past months the actions of Elfinwild Presbyterian Church have 

testified to the faith we have in Jesus Christ.  Over the seasons of Thanksgiving 

and Christmas the generosity toward those who are struggling and the care for 

those without as many means was evident.  Our congregation gave over 210 

filled boxes toward the over 2000 boxes that we collected for Operation Christ-

mas Child.  They will reach children throughout the world.  Your Pastorôs Fund 

aided local families with food cards, utility payments and other help of over 

$1,500.  You gave to the Bread of Life Food Pantry at Calvert Church in Etna 

and the Fishes and Loaves Food Pantry through the North Hills Community 

Outreach over $1,500 to feed local families.  You supplied more than 35 twin 

sized blankets and together with Parkwood, Glenshaw and Calvert Presbyterian 

Churches we provided the whole Glenhazel-Kane facility with new blankets 

through Presents for Patients.  You gave over $3,250.00 to the small village of 

San Jose del Negritto in Honduras through in alternative Christmas Gift pro-

gram that supports the work of Shoulder to Shoulder and will provide food and 

medical care for children and people of all ages.   
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Elfinwild Presbyterian Church 

Financial Statement 

December 31, 2009 

Proposed Budget  (YTD) $ 552,710. 

$ 549,223. Actual Tithes & Gifts Given   
 

  

Total Expenses  (YTD) $ 522,398. 

Favorable (YTD)       $   26,825.     

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE      

REMEMBER 

IT IS DUE:  February 8TH 
Please send a copy of your  

article to both: 
 

Elicia Sutton 
(sutton2u@verizon.net) 

& Lora King 
(lora@elfinwildchurch.org) 

WORSHIP  SCHEDULE 

February 2010  

Sunday, February 7, 2010 

Communion  

1 Corinthians 12:12-31 

ñThe One Body of Christ and Her Many Partsò 

Dr. Lesnett preaching 

 

Sunday, February 14, 2010 

1 Corinthians 13:1-13 

ñThe Most Excellent Wayò 

Dr. Lesnett preaching 

 

Sunday, February 21, 2010 

First Sunday in Lent-Communion 

1 Corinthians 14:1-25 

ñBuilding Up the Body of Christò 

Dr. Lesnett preaching 

 

Sunday, February 28, 2010 

1 Corinthians 14:26-40 

ñDecently and In Orderò 

Dr. Lesnett preaching 

 

 

 

 

Love is patient, love is kind.  It does not 
envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.  It 
is not rude it is not self ñseeking, it is not 

easily angered, it keeps no record of 
wrongs.  Love does not delight in evil but 
rejoices in truth.  It always protects, al-

ways trusts, always perseveres.  Love 
never fails.  

 

 

1 Cor.13:4-8a  
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ELFINWILD PRESCHOOL 
 

We experienced many activities with snow last month-from snowflake melting 
and freezing, making snowmen and blizzards, with many stories, poems, songs 
and art projects. 

This month we begin by learning how the Post Office delivers our mail.  Post-
man Rege Gibson from the Glenshaw Post Office will come to Elfinwild, sell us 
each a stamp and take our special Valentine letters to mail to our houses. 

Pancake Days are one of our favorite times here at school.  We learn about all 
the ingredients, mix them up, cook them on our grill and eat them!  We use the 
book Pancakes, Pancakes by Eric Carle to help us.   

The Winter Olympics come to Elfinwild when Mrs. Kubicsek designs our gym classes with exciting ñindoor sportsò like 
bob sledding, the luge, ice skating (waxed paper taped to our toes!) and snow ball throwing.   

In science we will continue to learn how to keep our bodies healthy.  We are learning about our bones-how they keep us 
strong and keep our body in place.  Thanks to Larry McKern (Colinôs father) for loaning us the model of all our bones.  
This helps us to understand how our bodies look from the inside. 

We look forward to the exciting month and we are thankful for the opportunities that God has provided for us to learn, 
grow and have fun together. 

We are currently enrolling children for the school year beginning in September 2010 to May 2011.   

For information about our program for 2,3,4 and 5 year olds, please call the school office at 412-486-2322 or Carolyn 
Hervey at 412-487-1302.    

 

  

This past week, in response to the earthquake in Haiti, and with very little time, 

we filled a car with supplies to be sent through the organization of Brotherôs 

Brother, and also contributed over $600.00  through the Presbyterian Disaster As-

sistance program directed to Haiti.  As a side note, if you did not receive the 

email regarding this mission opportunity and would like to be on that list next time, please submit your email 

address to the Church Office. 

 Paul writes in Ephesians 2:10, ñFor we are Godôs workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good 

works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.ò  Friends, the good works of our community of faith are a 

living testimony to the faith we have in Christ.  These examples above are only a sampling of how God is us-

ing us to show His love for all His people.  As we look forward to the Annual meeting I am sure you will be 

amazed and pleased at how God is working in and through this congregation to provide for peopleôs physical 

and spiritual needs.  Others see the work of God through us and are giving glory to God for what they see.  

May His light continue to shine as we lift up Christ and he draws people unto himself.   

 To God be the glory, great things He has doneé..  and is doing!  It is my privilege to walk with you on 

this journey and to have the joy of beingéé 

       Your pastor, 

Pastorôs Message 
 
(Continued from page 1)    
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workmanship , created in 

Christ Jesus to do good 

works, which God prepared in 

advance for us to do.        

Ephesians 2:10 


